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SOME 

THOUGHTS 

O  N    T  H  E 

WOOLLEN   MANUFACTURES  of 
ENGLAND,  &c. 


SIR, 

H  E  Bufmefs  of  Trade  is  fo  inti- 
mately woven  with  the  Intereft  of 
States,  that  it  is  become  the  Duty  of 
the  greateft  Men,  to  enquire  into  the 
true  Condition  of  it :  And  you  are 
too  fenfible  of  the  Benefits  England  obtains  by  her 
general  Commerce,  not  to  think  it  incumbent  on  us 
to  purfue  all  proper  Means  for  its  Prefervation. 
You  know  the  mutual  Dependance  one  Trade  has 
upon  another,  and  you  fee  how  necefTary  it  is  for 
this  Nation,  whole  Happinefs  and  Liberty  are  fup- 
ported  by  the  Riches  and  Power  we  acquire  by 
Manufactures,  Traffick,  and  Navigation,  to  defend 
and  cherifh  every  Branch  thereof,  left  the  Loft  of 
any  particular  Trade,  might  break  the  Chain  of 
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Commerce,  and  render  the  Attempts  of  jealous  and 
defigning  Neighbours,  to  fupplant  us  therein,  more 
effectual.  But  above  all,  you  are  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  Confequence  of  the  Woollen  Manufactures, 
to  the  general  Intereft  of  this  Kingdom,  not  to  look 
with  a  jealous  Eye,  on  the  great  Improvements 
made  therein,  by  fome  of  our  Neighbours,  who 
are  become  rather  more  than  Rivals  to  us  in  this 
Trade.  And  you  will  readily  agree,  that  the  fpee- 
dieft  Means  ought  to  be  ufed,  in  order  to  recover 
thofe  Branches  of  our  Traffick,  which  are  impaired 
by  Miflakes  in  our  former  Condudt  I  will  not 
therefore  make  any  Apology  for  this  Letter,  which 
is  on  a  Subjedt  wherein  the  Intereft  of  England  is  fo 
nearly  concern'd. 

IT  is  needlefs  to  enquire  into  the  natural  Caufes, 
why  the  Wool  of  England  and  Ireland  is  fo  well 
adapted  to  the  making  of  Manufactures.  For  whe- 
ther it  proceeds  from  the  Temperature  of  the  Air 
in  thefe  Iflands,  that  our  Wool  is  not  fb  coarfe  and 
hairy  as  in  France,  and  moft  other  Countries,  nor 
fo  fhort  and  (oft  as  in  Spain  ;  or  that  the  good  Qua- 
lities of  our  Wool  proceed  from  other  Caufes,  it 
matters  not :  for  it  is  fufficient  to  my  prefent  Pur- 
pofe,  that  it  is  generally  allow'd,  our  Wool  is  of  fuch 
a  Nature,  as  renders  it  proper  for  all  thole  Kinds  of 
Manufactures,  which  are  of  moft  general  Ufe.  This 
Foreigners  have  at  all  Times  been  fo  fenfible  of, 
that  when  we  were  only,  as  it  were,  Shepherds  for 
the  Manufacturers  of  the  Continent,  England  was 
courted  for  the  Staple  or  Market  of  her  Wool, 
which  carry 'd  Plenty  to  every  City  it  was  fettled  in. 
But  in  thofe  Days  Trade  was  not  the  Bufmefs  of 
England,  and  our  Kings  were  contented  with  the 
Revenue  brought  into  their  Exchequer,  by  the  grand 
.Cuftom,  and  Fines  for  Licences  imposed  on  the  Ex- 
.portation  of  Wool. 

AT 
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AT  length  feveral  Accidents  contributing  to 
change  the  Conftitution  of  our  Government,  to  a 
more  peaceable  Comple&ion,  People  turn'd  their 
Heads  to  Improvements  in  Trade,  for  which  this 
Country  is  fb  happily  lituated.  And  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, who  laid  hold  on  every  Opportunity  to  en- 
large the  Commerce  of  her  Subjects,  taking  Ad- 
vantage of  the  Civil  Wars  on  the  Continent,  granted 
Privileges  to  the  Manufacturers  of  the  Low-Coun- 
tries, who  fled  from  the  SfaniJJj  Oppreffion,  and 
eftablifh'd  amongft  us  thofe  Manufactures  of  Wool, 
which  fbon  prov'd  the  chief  Foundation  of  our  ge- 
neral Commerce,  and  afterwards  became  the  Envy 
of  all  our  Neighbours. 

IT  is  not  neceflary  to  our  prefent  Purpofe,  to 
take  a  particular  View  of  the  feveral  Laws  made 
for  Improving  this  Branch  of  our  Trade  :  I  will 
therefore  only  in  general  obierve,  That  the  carry- 
ing of  Wool  out  of  the  Kingdom  was  prohibited, 
and  our  Woollen  Manufactures  were  fo  properly 
encourag'd,  that  we  fbon  became  the  moft  confide- 
rable  Clothiers  of  the  World.  And  in  order  to  make 
the  Benefits  of  this  Trade  center  in  England,  we 
prohibited  the  Exportation  of  Wool  and  W'oollen 
Manufactures  from  Ireland  to  any  Foreign  Realm  or 
Dominion,  or  to  any  other  Place,  but  a  few  Ports 
in  England  and  IVales^  of  which  I  (hall  hereafter 
take  more  particular  Notice. 

You  are  too  clear-fighted  in  Affairs  of  this  Na- 
ture, to  approve  of  their  Policy  who  are  for  creat- 
ing an  imaginary  Diftinction,  between  the  Intereft 
of  England  and  that  of  Ireland  :  For  you  readily 
perceive,  that  Men  who  look  on  Things  in  this  wrong 
Light,  frequently  form  Opinions  that  prove  hurt- 
ful to  the  Intereft  of  England.  It  is  certain,  the 
Advantages  arifing  from  Ireland  ough:  always  to 
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refult  to  the  Mother  Country,  in  lieu  whereof  (he 
gives  Protection  j  this  naturally  implies  Superiority 
in  her,  but  does  not  create  any  incompatible  In- 
tereft.  And  this  indeed  feems  to  be  fo  truly  our 
Cafe,  that  it  is  probable,  we  can  never  unreafbn- 
ably  cramp  the  Induftry  of  our  Fellow-Subjects  in 
Ireland,  without  doing  manifeft  Injury  to  the  Trade 
of  England.  Of  this  many  Inftances  might  be  given, 
but  you  will  find  it  fully  enough  proved  by  the 
Confequence  of  thofe  Methods  we  took  with  Re- 
lation to  the  Woollen  Manufactures  of  that  Coun- 
try. And  to  give  you  a  more  perfect  View  thereof, 
it  will  be  neceflary  to  lay  before  you  a  fhort  Detail 
of  that  Affair. 

THE  Wars  of  Ireland^  after  the  Revolution,  end- 
ing in  the  peaceable  Settlement  of  that  Country  in 
the  Year  1691.  People  betook  themfelves  to  fome 
Induftry.  Thus  they  naturally  fell  into  Breeding 
of  Cattle  and  Sheep,  and  they  again  manufactur'd 
Wool,  as  they  had  done  in  the  former  Reigns.  But 
the  Cheapnefs  of  all  Neceflaries  for  Life,  and  the 
Goodnefs  of  the  Material,  enabling  them  to  carry 
on  thefe  Manufa&ures  at  eafier  Rates  than  we  could, 
it  bred  fuch  a  Jealoufy  in  us,  that  in  June  1698. 
Addrefles  were  prefentcd  to  the  King  by  both  Hou- 
les  of  Parliament,  befeeching  his  Majefly  to  take 
effe&ual  Meafures  to  prevent  the  Growth  of  the 
Woollen  Manufactures  of  Ireland^  and  to  turn  the 
Skill  and  Induftry  of  the  People  of  that  Country 
to  the  Improvement  of  the  Linnen  Manufactures, 
for  the  Encouragement  whereof  they  promifed  all 
Countenance,  Favour,  and  Protection. 

IN  confequence  of  thefe  AddrefTes  the  Lords  Jufti- 

ces    of  Ireland-    in  their  Speech  at  Opening   the 

Peffion   of  Parliament    in   September   1698.    u  Re- 

*c  commended  the  Linnen  and  Hempen  Manufacture 

wha:  wpujd   contribute  much  to  People  the 
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Country,  and  would  be  more  advantageous  to 
that  Kingdom  than  the  Woollen  Manufacture, 
which  being  the  fettled  Staple  Trade  of  England, 
from  whence  all  Foreign  Markets  are  fupply'd, 
could  never  be  encouraged  in  Ireland  ;  whereas  the 
"  Linnen  and  Hempen  Manufactures  would  not  only 
*c  be  encourag'd,  as  confiftent  with  the  Trade  of 
cc  England,  but  would  render  the  Trade  of  Ireland 
"  both  ufeful  and  necefTary  to  England. 

HEREUPON  the  Commons  of  Ireland,  fully  in- 
clin'd  to  fatisfy  us  in  that  Matter,  Refolved  to  regu- 
late their  Woollen  Trade,  after  whatever  Manner 
might  be  moft  agreeable  to  England.  To  this  End  they 
had  under  Coniideration  Heads  of  a  Bill  to  limit  the 
Number  of  Sheep  to  be  kept  by  any  Peribn  in  that 
Country.  But  that  was  not  what  we  fought  after. 
It  was  not  our  Bufmefs  to  leffen  the  Quantity  of 
Wool  in  Ireland,  but  to  prevent  the  Manufacturing 
of  it  there,  for  Foreign  Markets.  Therefore  the 
Lords  Juftices  and  Council,  purfuant  to  Inftructi- 
ons  from  England,  fram'd  Heads  of  a  Bill,  whereby 
four  Shillings  on  the  Value  of  twenty  Shillings  of 
Old  Draperies,  and  two  Shillings  on  the  like  Value 
of  all  New  Draperies  (except  Freezes)  was  impofed 
as  a  new  Duty  on  all  thofe  Manufactures  of  Wool, 
to  be  exported  between  the  25th  of  March  1699. 
and  the  25th  of  March  1702.  And  although  the 
Manufacturers  of  Ireland  petition'd  the  Parliament 
againft  this  Bill,  yet  it  was  readily  pafs'd  into  a  Law, 
fo  willing  were  the  People  of  Ireland  to  remove  all 
our  Apprehenfions  of  their  rivalling  us  in  this  our 
Darling  Manufacture. 

AND  it  is  certain  this  Duty  (which  was  calculated 
to  divert  the  Manufacturers  by  Degrees,  from  the 
Woollen,  to  the  Linnen  and  Hempen  Manufactures) 
would  have  effectually  prevented  the  People  of  Ire- 
land from  frequenting  the  Markets  we  fupply'd  with 
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Woollen  Manufactures.  Or,  if  on  Tryal,  it  had 
prov'd  infufficient,  other  Methods  might  have  been 
purfued  to  that  End.  But  we  did  not  wait  the  Suc- 
cefs  of  this  Law.  Even  the  Concurrence  of  the 
People  of  Ireland^  with  the  Method  propofed  on  the 
Part  of  England^  feems  to  have  heighten 'd  our  Jea- 
Joufy,  by  making  us  imagine  the  Manufactures  of 
Ireland  were  arrived  at  a  dangerous  Pitch  of  Im- 
provement, ilnce  they  could  be  fuppofed  capable  of 
bearing  fuch  an  extravagant  Duty  as  was  laid  on 
them  by  their  own  Parliament  :  And  therefore  an 
Ad  was  patted  in  England  in  the  Year  1699,  prohi- 
biting the  Exportation  of  Woollen  Manufactures 
from  Ireland  to  any  other  Place,  but  the  few  Wool 
Ports  of  England  and  Wales.  But  fuch  Importa- 
tions being  left  liable  to  Duties  laid  on  Cloaths,  $3c. 
by  Acts  antecedent  to  this  I  am  now  {peaking  of, 
that  Part  of  the  Woollen  Trade  which  our  Legifla- 
ture  feem'd  willing  to  allow  to  the  People  of  Ire- 
land^ became  impracticable. 

BY  this  Means,  it  is  true,  we  fubverted  the 
Woollen  Manufactures  of  Ireland^  but  it  is  appre- 
hended we,  at  the  fame  Time,  rais'd  more  formida- 
ble Enemies  to  our  Trade.  For  Numbers  of  Work- 
men being  at  once  depriv'd  of  Employment,  were 
drove  out  of  Ireland  to  feek  their.  Bread  in  other 
Countries,  as  the  Flemings  were  formerly  forced  into 
England^  and  b^ing  encourag'd  (efpecially  by  France) 
to  fet  up  their  Trades,  we  were  foon  deprived  of 
fcvcral  Markets  for  our  Woollen  Goods,  to  the 
very  great  Detriment  of  the  general  Commerce  of 
England. 

IT  is  probable  thefe  Mifchiefs  could  not  have 
been  brought  upon  us,  had  not  Means  been 
found  to  carry  great  Quantities  of  Wool  from  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  to  the  Foreign  Factories.  But  no 
Prohibition  could  prevent  the  Material  from  follow- 
ing 
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ing  the  Manufacturer,  when  fufficient  Profit  was 
allowed  to  compenfate  for  the  Risk  of  the  Exporter. 
And  it  is  certain,  that  though  no  Part  of  Europe 
yields  fuch  large  Quantities  of  Wool,  proper  for 
fine,  neat  Draperies,  as  England  and  Ireland  :  Yet 
Spain  has  finer  Wool  than  ours  j  and  all  Countries 
afford  fome  Sort  of  Wool,  which,  though  much 
coarfer,  anfwers  the  Ufe  of  their  common  People, 
and  when  mixed  with  Wool  of  theie  Kingdoms, 
ferves  for  feveral  Sorts  of  Manufactures  fit  for  gene- 
ral Ufe  in  all  Countries.  So  that  we  find,  by  fad 
Experience,  that  we  a6ted  too  precipitately  in  de- 
ftroying,  inftead  of  regulating  the  Woollen  Trade 
of  Ireland,  j  and  perhaps  the  beft  Remedy  we  can 
apply  to  the  Mifchief  thereby  brought  upon  our- 
felves,  is  to  tread  back  the  Steps  wherein  we  have  fo 
long  wander'd. 

I  WOULD  not  have  you  from  hence  imagine,  that 
I  think  it  proper  to  allow  the  Exportation  of  Wool- 
len Manufactures  from  Ireland^  to  any  other  Parts 
but  England ;  for  that  is  not  my  Purpofe.  On  the 
contrary,  the  Advantages  arifing  from  the  Woollen 
Trade,  are  what  we  ought  to  confine  as  much  as 
poflible  to  England.  In  order  to  which  it  may  be 
worth  confidering,  whether  by  the  Afliftance  of 
Ireland^  we  might  not  recover  thofe  Branches  of 
our  Trade,  out  of  which  the  French  and  other  Na- 
tions have  very  near  beat  us,  by  the  Cheapnefs  of 
their  Labour.  And  if,  to  effect  this,  it  may  appear 
neceffary  to  fhew  fbme  Favour  to  the  Poor  of  Ire- 
land, we  ought  not  to  grudge  it  to  them. 

THAT  you  may  have  a  more  perfect  View  of  the 
State  of  this  Cafe,  I  muft  entreat  you  to  caft  your 
Eyes  on  the  following  Abftra&s,  taken  out  of  the 
Cuftom-houfe  Books  of  Ireland. 

N  U  M- 
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:  THE  Firft  is  an  Abftrad  of  the  Woollen  Manu- 
fadtures  and  Wool  exported  in  five  Years  imme- 
diately before  the  Revolution  ;  and  it  appears  from 
thence,  that  though  the  People  of  Ireland  had  made 
fome  Progreis  in  the  Woollen  Manufacture,  yet  in 
the  Year  of  their  greateft  Exports,  viz.'  Anno  1687., 
the  Value  of  all  their  Manufa&ures  (except  Yarn 
that  came  to  England)  did  not  exceed  70,521  /. 
14  s.  and  of  that  Sum  565485  /.  16  s.  was  in  Freezes, 
a  Maftufadture  we  never  trouble  our  Heads  with, 
and  2,520  /.  18.  s.  in  coarfe  Irijh  Stockings,  both 
amounting  to  59,006  J.  14  s.  ;  fo  that  the  old  and 
new  Draperies,  which  alone  could  interfere  with  our 
Trade,  did  not  exceed  11,514 /.  105.  And  it  is 
obfervable,  that  more  Wool  and  Yarn  was  brought 
into  England  that  Year,  than  in  any  of  the  preced- 
ing Years  •  from  whence  it  is  evident,  that  our  Ma- 
nufactures increafed,  in  Proportion  as  the  Trade  of 
Ireland  profper'd. 

THE  next  AbjftraA  is  of  the  Exports  of  Woollen 
Manufactures  and  Wool,  for  five  Years  after  the 
War  in  Ireland.  And  by  comparing  thefe  Abftra&s 
together  you  will  perceive  $ 

••?,  THAT  the  People  of  Ireland  had  not,  in 
the  Year  1697.  being  the  Year  before  we  com- 
plain'd  of  their  Manufactures,  recover'd  above  one 
third  Part  of  the  Woollen  Trade  which  they  had 
before  the  War. 

Secondly  THAT  as  before,  fo  after  the  Revolu- 
tion, the  Manufactures  exported  from  Ireland^ 
were  nrioftly  Freezes  and  coarie  Stockings^  where- 
in we  very  lie  tie  employ  ourfblvcs  for  Foreign 
Market 
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thirdly ^  THAT  in  Proportion  as  the  People  of 
Ireland  improv'd  in  thefe  Manufactures,  ib  the 
Quantities  of  Wool  and  Yarn  exported  from  thence 
to  England  increas'd. 

AND  perhaps  you  will,  from  thefe  Obfervations, 
conclude,  that  fince  we  thought  proper  to  grafp  ac 
all  this  Trade,  and  declare  our  Jealoufy  of  even  our 
Fellow-Subjects  of  Ireland  enjoying  fuch  a  frnall 
Pittance  of  it,  it  had  been  more  prudent  to  have 
proceeded  by  Methods  proper  to  turn  the  Induftry 
of  the  People  of  Ireland^  by  Degrees,  from  the 
Woollen,  to  other  Manufactures,  than  to  havs 
followed  the  Courfe  we  took  with  them. 

IT  is  true,  that  for  fome  few  Years  after  we  had 
deftroy'd  the  Woollen  Manufactures  of  Ireland^  we 
feem'd  to  engrofs  all  that  Trade  ,  but  this  Appear- 
ance of  Benefit  abated,  as  the  Foreign  Factories, 
which  were  rais'd  out  of  the  Ruins  of  the  Ir/fo,  ac* 
quired  Strength  ;  and  Means  were  contriv'd  to  draw 
the  Material  after  the  Manufacturers.  This  is  but 
too  evidently  our  Caie ;  however,  to  fhew  you  how 
it  (lands  with  Regard  to  Ireland,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  give  you  fome  Abftradfo  of  the  Wool  and 
Yarn  exported  from  thence  for  England^  in  feveral 
Periods  of  Time. 

AND,  firft,  for  the  four  Years  after  the  Deftrur- 
tiou  of  the  Irijij  Manufactures,  we  find  Exported, 
viz. 


C  2  Yea? 


11700 
1701 

ing  Cbrift- 
was  1702 


Totals  for  four  \ 

Years  j 

Medium  for 

each  Year 


Wool,Stoiies 
at  1  8  Ib. 

f  am,  Stones 
at  1  8  Ib. 

Total  Wool 
and  Yarn. 

336,292 

26,617 

362,909 

302,812 

23,390 

326,202 

315,473 

43,648 

3593^1 

360,862 

36,873 

397*735 

',315,439 

130,528 

1,445,967 

328,859! 

32,632 

361,49!! 

The  next  Abftraft  of  the  Exports  of  the  Wool 
and  Yarn  is  for  four  Years,  taken  at  the  Time  of 
the  Peace  of  Utrecht ,  viz.  For  the  Years 


Ending 
-Day 


1712 


1713 


1714 

Totals  for  four  1 
•Ars  J 

En  for    1 
each  Year     3 


Wool,  Stonec 
at  1  8  Ib. 

\rarn.  Stone: 
at  1  8  Ib. 

Total  Wool 
and  Yarn. 

310,136 

55,273 

365,4°9 

2635946 

60,108 

324^54 

171,871 

68,548 

240,419 

H73*53 

i 

58,147 

205,300 

893,106 

242,076 

1,135,182 

223,276- 

603519 

283,795! 

AND 
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AND  the  following  Abftra<fts  is  for  the  Years  end- 
ing at  Chnflmas  1729  -,  'viz. 


j 

^1726 

vVoo],Stone 
at  1  8  to. 

f  arn,  Stones 
at  i81b. 

Total  Wool 
and  Yarn. 

5i,37i 

87,261 

138,632 

Year   end-! 
ing  OW/H 

mas           * 

1727 
1728 

58,182 
49,784 

72,047 
80,428 

130,229 
130,212 

1729 

t 

38,667 

9*>854 

130,521 

Totals  for  four  "> 
Years             I 

Medium  for      ? 
each  Year     J 

198,004 
49,501 

$31,590 

82,897i 

5295594 
132,3981 

THUS  it  appears,  that  the  Imports  of  Wool  from 
Ireland  gradually  decreas'd  from  the  Year  1703  to 
this  time  ;  and  'tis  worth  obierving,  fmce  it  feems  to 
point  out  the  Caufe  of  this  Decreafe,  that  imme- 
diately on  the  Peace  of  Utrccbt^  the  Exports  of 
Wool  from  Ireland  to  England  fell  (hort  of  what 
they  were  during  the  War  :  Infomuch,  that  the 
Decreafe  from  the  Year  1711  to  the  Year  1714, 
was  162,983  Stones ;  which,  it  is  more  than  probable, 
found  its  Way  into  France. 

AND  from  thefe  Abftracb  it  appears,  that  the 
Difference  between  the  Total  of  Wool  and  Yarn 
exported  in  the  Year  1703  and  1729,  is  267,214 
Stones  ;  fo  that  upon  the  Whole  we  may  conclude, 
that  as  we  before  obferv'd,  the  Trade  of  England 
increas'd,  and  our  Imports  cf  Wool  from  Ireland 

grew 
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grew  greater,  in  proportion,  as  the  People  of  Ireland 
improved  in  their  coarfe  Manufactures :  So  we  have 
diminifh'd  in  our  Imports  of  Wool  from  Ireland, 
and,  I  am  afraid,  in  our  Manufactures  at  Home, 
and  our  Foreign  Trade  alfo,  in  a  very  ftrong 
Degree,  ever  fince  we  deftroy'd  the  Woollen  Manu- 
factures of  Ireland.  So  true  it  is,  that  England  can 
never  fall  into  Meafures  for  unreafonably  cramping 
the  Induftry  of  the  People  of  Ireland,  without  doing 
herfelf  the  greateft  Prejudice. 

TT  remains  now  to  confider  the  moft  proper 
Method  to  retrieve  our  Woollen  Manufacture  from 
the  Mifchiefs  brought  upon  it,  by  paft  Miftakes  in  our 
Conduct,  with  refpecl:  to  Ireland :  And  in  order  to 
make  the  better  Judgment  of  this  Matter,  it  is 
neceffary  to  lay  before  you  a  State  of  the  Hardfhips 
laid  on  the  fair  Dealer  in  Wool  and  Yarn  imported 
from  Ireland,  that  you  may  fee  the  Laws  which  en- 
forc'd  thofe  Difficulties,  have  thereby  given  Encou-* 
ragement  to  the  Ciandeftine  Trader. 

/.  s.   d. 

THE  Duty  on  a  Stone  of  Wool  exported  } 
from  Ireland,  was,  by  an  Irijh  Stat.   M-,^0  01    3 
15  Car.  II.  Cap.  9.  • 3 

THE  Charge  of  Licence  from  the  Lord^ 
Lieutenant   of  Ireland,  with  Fees,  &c.   a-£o  oo   5 
mount  to  about  •  -~> 

BY  limiting   the  Exportation  of  WooK 
from  Ireland  to  a  few  Ports,  there  is  an/ 
extraordinary  Charge  created  on  each  Stoner  ' 
of  Wool  exported  for  England,  of  about— j 

AND  as  the  Importation  of  Wool  from") 
Ireland  is  reftrain'd  to  a  few  Ports  in  Eng-f 
land  and  Wales,  this  creates  an  extraordi-^  o  oo  $ 
wary  E^pence    on   each  Stone   of  WoolA 

equal  to  about         — ?• J 

In  all    o  02  4 
per 


['.5] 

per  Stbne,  which  the  Clandeftine  Trader  avoids. 
This  may  therefore  be  accounted  a  Profit  he  acquir'd 
by  the  Law  of  the  Land,  to  compenfate  for  the 
Rifque  he  runs.  And  as  the  Price  of  Wool  in  the 
Farmers  Hands  in  Ireland,  by  a  Medium,  from  the 
Year  1703  to  1729,  did  not  exceed  6s.  6d.  per 
Stone  ;  this  Premium,  if  I  may  fb  call  it,  amounted 
to  above  36  per  Cent.  It  muft  not  therefore  feem 
ftrange,  that  Men  turn'd  their  Thoughts  to  con- 
trive Means  of  reaping  this  Benefit,  efpecially 
when  they  were  invited  to  it,  by  other  Encou- 
ragements in  the  Countries  to  which  they  carry'd 
the  Wool. 

A  DUEConfideration  of  this  Matter  prevaiFd  with 
his  Majefty  to  pafs  an  Ad  the  laft  Seflion  of  Parlia- 
ment in  Ireland,  whereby  the  Duty  on  Wool  exported 
from  that  Kingdom  to  England,  was  taken  off. 
Thus  the  Clandeftine  Trader  is  depriv'd  of  part  of 
the  Advantages  he  had  over  the  Fair  Dealer  :  And 
when  more  Ports  are  open'd  in  Ireland  and  England 
for  Exporting  and  Importing  Wool,  it  is  evident, 
the  Fair  Dealer  will  be  put  on  a  more  equal  Foot  of 
Trade  than  formerly,  and  this  will  of  Courfe  prove 
a  great  Obftrudion  to  the  Running  of  Wool  from 
Ireland. 


THE  next  Article  that  requires  our  Attention,  is, 
the  Woollen-Yarn  imported  from  Ireland.  This 
Produce  of  the  Labour  of  the  Poor  of  that  Country 
has  always  been  found  ufeful  to  us  in  carrying  on 
of  our  Manufactures  j  yet,  I  know  not  by  what 
Policy,  it  has  been  charg'd  with  Duties,  both  on 
the  Exportation  from  Ireland,  and  Importation  to 
England.  But  the  Duty  payable  in  Ireland  was  re- 
Jeaied  by  the  fame  Ad  which  took  off  the  Duty  of 
Wool.  However,  Yarn  imported  from  Ireland,  is 

Hill 
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flill  liable  to  a  Duty  here  of  9  s.  6  d.  per  Cent,  that 
is,  on  each  Stone  of  1 8  Ib.  about  — o  01  6 

AND  it  is  liable  to  the  Charge  of 
cence,   and  the    Inconveniency  of  a 
Ports    for  Exportation  and   Importation,p>o  01 
amounting  on  each  Stone,  as  by  the  formerC 

Computation  on  the  Wool,,  to  about  • j 

In  all     o  02  7 

per  Stone  of  iSlb.  Weight.  So  that  each  Pack 
of  Yarn  weighing  240  Ib.  is  liable  to  a  Charge  of 
i  /.  1 5  s.  6  d. 

THERE  are  different  Values  of  Irijb  Yarn,  fbme 
being  finer  than  others,  but  all  are  liable  to  the 
fame  Duty.  However,  as  Woollen  Yarn,  of  which 
Cloths  for  general  Exportation  are  made,  is  ufually 
Ibid  at  about  9/.  los.  per  Pack,  it  appears,  that 
the  aforefaid  Charge  thereon  amounts  to  about  18 
per  Cent,  and  this  Charge  on  the  fineft  Yarn  falls  but 
ihort  of  9  per  Cent.  So  that  we  ought  not  to  he- 
fitate  at  eafing  our  Trade  from  this  Burthen. 
Our  own  Inter  eft  calls  upon  us  fo  to  do;  and  the 
Policy  of  France,  who  finding  [  Now  that  the  Duty 
on  Wool  exported  from  Ireland  to  England  is  taken 
off]  me  cannot  get  raw  Wool  as  formerly,  admits 
the  Importation  of  Yarn,  which  before  Ihe  would 
not  receive,  makes  it  abiblutely  necefTary  we  fhould 
give  this  Eafe  to  the  Importation  oflrifo  Yarn,  in 
order  to  prevent  our  Rivals  from  reaping  the  Benefit 
which  is  to  be  made  of  the  Wool  and  Labour  of  the 
Poor  of  Ire! and. 

BUT  it  is  objected,  That  as  by  fulling  into  thefe 
Courfes,  larger  Quantities  of  Wool  will  be  imported 
from  Ireland  than  formerly  ;  ib  the  Price  of  that 
Commodity  will  be  thereby  lowered  amongit  us,  and 
confequently  the  Value  of  our  Land  abated.  And 

that 
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that  by  admitting  Irijb  Yarn  Duty-free,  we  fhall  de- 
prive our  Poor  of  a  great  Means  of  their  Subfiftance. 
Thefe,  it  muft  be  confefs'd,  are  popular  Obje&ions, 
and  apt  to  take  with  Men  who  confider  this  Matter 
fuperficially ;  but  when  they  are  duly  weigh'd,  they 
will  be  found  altogether  groundlefs.  Nay,  it  will 
appear,  that  encouraging  of  our  Manufactures  in 
thefe  Particulars,  muft,  on  the  contrary,  raiie  the 
Price  of  our  Wool,  and  give  fuller  Employment  to 
our  Poor. 

To  make  this  appear,  it  is  neceflary  to  obferve, 
that  every  Stone  of  Wool  clandeftinely  exported 
from  Ireland,  enables  our  Rivals  in  the  Woollen 
Trade,  to  work  up  two  Stones  more  of  their  coarfe 
hairy  Wool,  into  a  Manufacture  which  fupplants  us 
in  Foreign  Markets.  Confequently,  if  there  arc 
200,000  Stones  of  Wool  clandeftinely  exported  from 
Ireland  $  then  it  follows5that  we  lofe  by  that  pernicious 
Trade,  not  only  the  Benefit  of  manufacturing  thoie 
200,000  Stones  of  Irijb  Wool,  and  the  confequential 
Profits  thereon,  but  our  Farmers  lofe  a  Demand  for 
400,000  Stones  more,  and  our  Manufacturers  are 
depriv'd  of  Employment  in  working  up  this  Quantity 
of  Wool  alfb.  And  thus  it  is,  that  the  Clandeftine 
Exportation  of  Wool  has  always  lower'd  the  Value 
of  Engtijb  Wool,  by  deftroying  our  Trade,  robbing 
our  Poor  of  Employment,  and  depriving  our  Farmers 
of  a  Demand  for  double  the  Quantity  of  Wool 
run,  and  transferring  all  thefe  Benefits  to  other 
Countries. 

IF  therefore  we  can  prevent  this  deftru&ive  Trade, 
and  thereby  bring  the  Wool  of  Ire landy  fuppofe 
200,000  Stones  more  than  formerly,  Into  England; 
it  is  evident,  that  tho5  this  increafes  the  Quantity  of 
Wool  in  England^  yet  as  it  reftores  to  us  a  more  ex- 
tended Trade,  and  a  Demand  for  Manufactures  to 
be  made,  not  o»ly  by  thele  200.000  Stones  of  Wool, 

D  but 


but  alfo  by  400,000  Stones  more  of  our  Wool,  it 
muft  raife,  inftead  of  lowering  the  Price  of  the  Wool 
of  England. 

As  to  the  Objection,  that  the  admitting  of  Irijb 
Yarn  Duty-free  will  deprive  our  Poor  of  Employ- 
ment, the  contrary  will  appear  on  a  full  Examina- 
tion of  this  Queftion.  It  may,  indeed  be  allow'd, 
that  if  we  could  engrofs  all  this  Trade,  and  were  free 
from  the  Danger  of  being  fupplanted  therein  by 
other  Nations,  we  might  grafp  at  every  the  minuteft 
Part  of  the  Woollen  Manufacture,  and  be  regardlefs 
at  what  dear  Rates  we  make  them  up  :  But  Expe- 
rience hath  taught  us  other  Things,  and  we  ought 
to  be  fully  convinc'd,  that  our  Neighbours  daily  en- 
croach on  this  Branch  of  our  Trade.  But  if  we 
prevent  their  getting  the  Wool  or  Yarn  of  Ireland^ 
we  fhall  foon  recover  our  Commerce,  to  the  general 
Advantage  of  England.  And  as  thereby  we  fhall 
have  Occafion  for  many  more  Hands  in  every 
Branch  of  this  ;  Manufacture  ,  fb  it  is  neceflary  we 
ihould  employ  the  Poor  of  Ireland  in  fpinning  their 
Wool,  which  was  formerly  carry'd  out  of  that  King- 
dom into  other  Countries.  And  as  the  Article  of 
Spinning  is  an  inconfiderable  Part  of  the  Woollen 
Manufacture,  when  compar'd  with  the  other  valuable 
Trades  it  employs,  we  ought,-  in  Prudence,  to  di£- 
charge  the  Duties  which  were  formerly  laid  on  the 
Importation  of  Yarn  from  Ireland^  that  thereby 
we  may  not  only  make  it  their  Intereft  to  pre- 
vent the  clandeftine  Exportation  of  Wool,  but  alfb 
gain  feveral  Employments  for  our  People  which 
muft  of  courfe  be  transferr'd  to  other  Nations,  if 
they  can  draw  over  to  them  the  Yarn  of  Ireland. 

THUS  then  it  appears,  that  the  Importation  of 
large  Quantities  of  Wool  and  Yarn  from  Ireland^ 
inftead  of  lowering  the  Price  of  Wool,  and  depriving 
our  Poor  of  Employment.,  will  have  contrary  Effects. 

It 


It  remains  therefore  to  coqfider  what  further  Means 
can  be  apply'd  to  prevent  the  clandeftine  Exporta- 
tion of  Wool  from  Ireland  j  and  for  my  part,  I  can- 
not conceive  there  is  any  Neceflity  for  more  paid 
Laws  to  this  End.  Thofe  already  enacted,  are  as 
rigorous  as  can  be  well  invented,  but  they  have  not 
hitherto  had  the  defir'd  Effect,  becaufe  the  Advan- 
tages which  the  Clandeftine  Trader  had  over  the  Fair 
Dealer,  were  fufficient  to  tempt  him  to  purfue  his 
pernicious  Traffick.  If  therefore  thefe  Advantages, 
which  amounted  to  35  per  Cent,  are  totally  taken 
away,  this  will  prove  a  more  effectual  Check  to  the 
tnifchievous  Practice  of  Running  Wool,  than  any 
further  compulfory  Laws,  which  the  more  penal  they 
are,  the  leis  effectual  they  generally  prove. 

BUT  if  any  new  Law  is  thought  neceflary,  it  ought 
to  be  free  from  Expences,  Inconveniencies,  or  Hard- 
fhips  on  the  Clothier,  or  the  Grower  of  Wool  •  for 
that  you  will  readily  perceive  it  is  our  Intereft  to 
eafe  our  Woollen  Manufactures  from  Burthens,  and 
unneceffary  Reftri&ions,  and  not  to  fubjedt  them  to 
more  Inconveniencies,  efpecially  fuch  as  will  either 
difcourage  the  Importation  of  the  Material,  or  ob- 
ftrudt  the  producing  thereof  among  us. 

THESE  are  fome  of  the  Thoughts  which  at  this 
time  have  occur'd  to  me  on  the  prefent  Condition  of 
our  Woollen  Manufactures  with  refpeft  to  Ireland ; 
and  if  what  I  have  laid  on  this  Subject  contributes 
any  way  to  cure  the  Evil  with  which  our  general 
Commerce  is  infe&ed,  I  mall  think  the  Pains  I  have 
taken  on  this  Qccafion  very  well  beftow'd. 


/  am,   &c. 


FINIS. 
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